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LIV, The merchant vessels of all the States
of the Confederation form one undivided com-
mercial navy.
The Empire has to determine the method of
ascertaining the burthen of sea-going vessels,
to grant tonnage certificates, as well as to regu-
late other ship certificates, and to determine
the conditions upon which the permit to com-
mand a sea-going vessel depends.
The merchant ships of all the States of the
Confederation will be admitted and treated on
equal terms in the seaports and in all the
natural and artificial waterways of the separate
States of the Confederation. The dues to be
levied in the seaports from sea-going vessels
or their cargoes for using the appliances of
navigation must not exceed the expenses which
are requisite for the maintenance and ordinary
repairs of those appliances.
On all natural waterways dues may only be
levied for the use of such appliances as are
especially intended for the furtherance of
traffic. These dues, as well as the dues pay-
able for making use of such artificial water-
ways as are State property, must not exceed
the expenses which are requisite for the main-
tenance and ordinary repairs of such erections